
 
 

Welcome to your AWMA 
‘Wound Awareness Week 2013’ pack 

 
 

This year Wound Awareness Week runs from March 18th-22nd and we are hoping that all AWMA members and colleagues are 
able to join local activities to demonstrate that ‘leg ulcers aren’t for life.’ 

 
You can download posters from the website for use in your local WAW activities and your State/Territory Wound 
Management Association will be sent a pack of WAW promotional items for use during WAW activities. 

 
Australia’s fifth national Wound Awareness Week will highlight how the delivery of wound care can be significantly improved for 
patients, carers and family members, wound care clinicians, and the national health budget. 

 
The not-so-secret answer is Compression Therapy - specialised compression stockings, bandages and dressings – which 
reduces average healing time for venous leg ulcer patients to 20 weeks. This is nearly half the average healing time of 36 weeks 
for those treated using other means. 

 
The Australia Wound Management Association is helping AWMA branches to coordinate events in each state and territory to 
encourage practitioners and their clients to talk openly about the “elephant in the room” – wound management. 

 
Why isn’t it often mentioned? Because too many people assume that getting leg ulcers is just a ‘fact of life’, especially as we get 
older. 

 
Fact: This isn’t true – leg wounds such as venous leg ulcers can indeed be successfully healed – with the right care. 

 
Our goal is to raise public awareness that wounds can be uncomfortable,  long-lasting (if not treated properly) and social 
isolating, but that they can happen to anyone. 

 
At present, some 300,000 Australians, most of them elderly, have lower leg wounds. This means that almost everyone is likely to 
know somebody with a leg wound receiving care. 

 
Getting the best care is essential for the healing process, and this means proper access to compression bandaging. Yet many 
patients cannot afford it. Encouraging government to properly subsidise best-practice wound care is a major focus of AWMA’s 
2013 lobbying campaign, and a key aspect of Wound Awareness Week. 

 
Fact: Leg ulcers aren’t for life, and most of them can be healed fairly quickly – with the right care. 

 
Why don’t you put up a local community stand to let people know; ‘Leg ulcers aren’t 4 life”. There is also the online 
petition or you can download it and get people to sign on the day. 

 
Please contact your local AWMA branch to find a Wound Awareness Week event near you. AWMA will have a press release for 
the week and is very happy to assist you with any potential media. Please take photographs and let AWMA know how the event 
went and contact either Robin Osborne or myself for any assistance with media in your local area. 

 
Get ready to get involved! 

 
 

Carol Baines RN 
Carol.baines@dhhs.tas.gov.au 

 
Robin Osborne Media Co-ordinator 
robin_osborne@rocketmail.com 
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