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AWMA President’s report
As another year draws to a close, it is important to reflect on
achievements and make plans for the future.

I am sure that this is just the beginning of yet another active year
for the Association.

This has been a busy year for the Association. Some highlights
include:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank members of the
national committee and subcommittees for the many in-kind
hours they have devoted to AWMA in 2013. Our association would
not function without the passion and commitment shown by the
members and their tireless work to improve wound management
outcomes.

1.

The release of the KPMG report costing venous leg ulcer care
and the wound awareness week activities.

2.

An invitation to participate in a scoping study funded by
the federal government to explore wound management in
elderly citizens.

3.

The constructive discussion and consultations that have
informed the new AWMA structure.

4.

The provision of educational events such as the webinar
series or the pre-conference workshops for the plastic surgery
congress.

5.

The production of patient information sheets to complement
the Australian and New Zealand Venous Leg Ulcer Guidelines.

6.

Collaboration with NPUAP and EPUAP to develop the new
international pressure injury guidelines.

7.

Collaboration with EWMA and AAWC to write a position
document on multidisciplinary wound care.

8.

Collaboration with the Wound Innovation CRC to establish
a minimum data set for establishment of a chronic wound
registry.

9.

Participation with ALA and the Cancer Council of NSW in the
inaugural compression summit to explore methods of having
compression subsidised.

I wish you a merry Christmas (or holidays) and look forward to your
involvement in the next evolution of AWMA in 2014.

Bill McGuiness
President
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10. The development of an exciting program for the AWMA
national conference in Brisbane from 7 to 10 May 2014.
The year 2014 promises to provide many more exciting
opportunities:
1.

AWMA has been invited to provide a wound management
workshop for the World Congress of the International Union
of Angiology to be held in August 2014. The education
subcommittee will be looking for assistance.

2.

The introduction of a new structure (and maybe name) for
AWMA in 2014.

3.

The celebrations of AWMA’s 20th birthday at the national
conference.

4.

The development of a members’ only area on our website.
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Biofilms and cadexomer iodine
Anyone managing a chronic wound will know that
some wounds take longer to heal than expected, and
one reason for this may be the presence of biofilm
bacteria, which prolong the inflammatory response
and thus prolong healing.1 Biofilms present several
practical problems: they are not visible to the naked eye,
swab results are unhelpful, and because the bacteria
are protected by extracellular matrix antibiotics and
antiseptics are generally ineffective in removing them.

polysaccharide structure which means that in the
presence of exudate it is able to absorb debris and
cellular material. As it does this, the cadexomer beads
swell and release the iodine in a sustained manner
maintaining antibacterial levels (0.9%) over a prolonged
period, while not impairing epithelization.2

The most effective way of removing biofilms is
debridement, however, in many cases debridement is
not a practical option, either because the clinician is not
authorised, or because the patient is unsuitable.

In a recent study3 cadexomer iodine has been shown to
be very effective against biofilms, in comparison to other
antimicrobial agents such as povidone-iodine and PHMB,
where a similar effect was not observed. It is easy to
use, and well tolerated, and a recent systematic review
concluded that there is evidence to show cadexomer
iodine is effective in promoting healing.4

In these situations, cadexomer iodine can be used
as an effective alternative. Cadexomer has a unique

For a summary of the latest biofilms evidence,
please click here.

References:
1. James GA, et al. Biofilms in chronic wounds. Wound Rep Reg 2008;16(1):37-44. 2. Mertz PM, et al. Can antimicrobials be effective without impairing wound healing – the evaluation of cadexomer iodine ointment.
Wounds 1994; 6: 184-193. 3. Phillips PL, et al. Antimicrobial dressing efficacy against mature Pseudomonas aeruginosa biofilm on porcine skin explants. Int Wound J 2013; doi: 10.1111/iwj.12142. 4. O’Meara S, et al.
Antibiotics and antiseptics for venous leg ulcers. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2010, Issue 1. Art. No.: CD003557. doi: 10.1002/14651858.CD003557.pub3.

In the battle against
,
IODOSORB™ gets the job done.

Bacterial biofilm detected after 72hrs2
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• In a recent study, IODOSORB™ was the only topical dressing capable of
completely killing biofilm bacteria.2

IODOSORB™ – powered by CADEXOMER.
Indicated for the treatment and healing of chronic ulcers.
For a summary of the latest biofilms evidence, please click here.
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• The significantly improved efficacy provided by IODOSORB™ may be
attributed to the CADEXOMER iodine formulation which results in a
sustained release that maintains iodine availability.2
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• Following debridement, biofilms can return in as little as 3 days without
active intervention.1
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(Graph adapted from ref. 2)

References 1. Wolcott RD, et al. Biofilm maturity studies indicate sharp debridement opens a time-dependent therapeutic window. J Wound Care 2010; 19: 320-328. 2. Phillips PL, et al. Antimicrobial
dressing efficacy against mature Pseudomonas aeruginosa biofilm on porcine skin explants. Int Wound J 2013; doi:10.1111/iwj.12142. © Smith & Nephew ™Trademark of Smith & Nephew SN11111 (11/13)
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ANZBA President’s report
ANZBA office bearers
It is my pleasure to take over the role of President of the
Australian and New Zealand Burn Association. I would like to
take this opportunity to recognise the leadership of Heather
Cleland and express my sincere thanks for her visionary direction
as the President of ANZBA for the past three years. During this
time, Heather has strategically positioned ANZBA to take full
advantage of its operating environment to steward its hardearned resources effectively and efficiently. This includes, but
is not limited to, the development of the ANZBA three-year
Strategic Plan, the BQIP Program, a new ANZBA website and a
new corporate logo. Heather will continue to serve on the Board
in the capacity of Past President.
ANZBA held its annual general meeting at the Annual Scientific
Meeting in Fremantle last October and I am pleased to welcome
and introduce our new and re-standing office bearers:
Role

Name

Email contact

ANZBA President

Peter Maitz

ANZBA Vice-president

Fiona Wood

NZ Vice-president

Chris Adams

ANZBA Treasurer

Anne Darton

ANZBA Secretary

Siobhan Connolly

ANZBA Past President
State representatives
Victorian representative
NSW representative

Heather Cleland

peter.maitz@sydney.
edu.au
Fiona.Wood@health.
wa.gov.au
Chris.Adams@
huttvalleydhb.org.nz
Anne.Darton@aci.health.
nsw.gov.au
Siobhan.Connolly@aci.
health.nsw.gov.au
H.Cleland@alfred.org.au

NT representative

Alison Mustapha

Queensland representative
SA representative

Jason Miller
Linda Quinn

Tasmania representative

Rebecca Schrale

NZ representative

Tracey Perrett

WA representative

Alwena Willis

Subcommittees
EMSB Subcommittee Chair
EMSB Subcommittee
Co-Chair
Medical Subcommittee
Chair
Nursing Subcommittee
Chair
Prevention Subcommittee
Chair
Allied Health Subcommittee

Yvonne Singer
David Milliss

Peter Maitz
Richard Wong She

Y.Singer@alfred.org.au
David.Milliss@sswahs.nsw.
gov.au
Alison.Mustapha@nt.gov.
au
jasondmiller@me.com
Linda.Quinn@health.
sa.gov.au
rebecca.schrale@dhhs.tas.
gov.au
Tracey.Perrett@
middlemore.co.nz
Alwena.Willis@health.
wa.gov.au

Heather Cleland

pmai4327@usyd.edu.au
Richard.WongShe@cmdhb.
org.nz
H.Cleland@alfred.org.au

Yvonne Singer

Y.Singer@alfred.org.au

Siobhan Connolly

Siobhan.Connolly@aci.
health.nsw.gov.au
dale.edgar@health.wa.gov.
au

Dale Edgar

I would like to thank the following people who have retired from
various ANZBA positions for their commitment and contribution
to the organisation over the past two years:
ANZBA Past President

Sheila Kavanagh

ANZBA Secretary 		

Dale Edgar

SA representative 		

Jill Clausen

The new ANZBA logo and website
The ANZBA Board was pleased to unveil the new ANZBA logo and
website to its membership in December 2013. We believe the new
logo reflects a more contemporary image whilst also respecting
the history of our organisation. We hope that you like it.
The new, user-friendly website is easy to navigate, provides
relevant practice guidelines, burn prevention and educational
resources. We anticipate it will improve communication between
ANZBA, its members and other significant stakeholders regarding
ANZBA’s activities and enhance ANZBA’s corporate image.

The website is www.anzba.org.au Explore and be prepared
for some surprises.
International Society for Burn Injuries Congress 2014
ANZBA is proud to host the 17th Congress of the International
Society for Burn Injuries (ISBI). The congress will take place at the
Hilton Hotel in Sydney from Sunday 12 to Thursday 16 October
2014.

The ISBI and ANZBA will bring together International and
Australian health professionals for an innovative, multidisciplinary
congress utilising state-of-the-art technology and we expect to
host delegates from countries all over the world.
We will keep you abreast of plans via our newsletter as they come
to fruition. More details about the 2014 ISBI congress can be
found at www.isbi2014.com

ANZBA ASM 2013 wrap-up
Fremantle 15–18 October 2013
It was great to see the membership at the Fremantle
ANZBA ASM during October. Congratulations to the WA
team for putting together a valuable and informative
scientific meeting. Fremantle was as beautiful as ever
and the Harry Potter-themed dinner raised the bar of the
ANZBA social agenda. However, most importantly, it was
an opportunity to learn and share from our collective pool
of knowledge and expertise, think differently, be inspired,
learn new things, catch up with old friends and make new
ones.
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The ANZBA Burn Quality Improvement Program (BQIP)
ANZBA is pleased to announce the BQIP Program will commence
in 2014. Using the 19 clinical quality indicators embedded into
the ANZBA Bi-NBR, the BQIP program will have the capacity to
monitor the type and quality of burn care management, and
drive advancements in burns treatments and local quality
improvement initiatives.
BQIP will include the development of risk-adjusted benchmarking
of burn care processes, the establishment of standards of burn
care, feedback to participating burn units on their performance
relative to their de-identified peers and (hopefully) multisite
Morbidity and Mortality Meetings. BQIP will also provide the
means to explore variability to identify best practices, showcase
high performers so that we can learn from each other’s quality
initiatives. It is anticipated that BQIP will be the foundations for
the future ANZBA Burn Unit Accreditation program
To get involved, please register your interest with the Secretariat
at: info@anzba.org.au

An update on EMSB

I would like to congratulate the following winners of prizes at the
ASM:
Award
Best Medical
Presentation —
Smith & Nephew Stuart
Pegg Award

Title

Presenter

Nationally accredited
burns training for
Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander health
workers

Kurt Towers

Burn Nursing Seminar

Epigenetic
Best Science and
Research Paper — Smith mechanisms in scars
& Nephew Murray Clarke after burn injury
Award

Andrew Stevenson

Best Nursing Paper —
Wendy Swift Award

Catherine McMillan

The utility of
three dimensional
photography in
burn wound and
scar assessment in
paediatrics

The dates for next year’s Burn Nursing Seminar are Friday
and Saturday 23 and 24 May 2014. The seminar will be held in
Melbourne at the AMREP Centre located at the Alfred Hospital.

Watch this space as more details emerge.
As always, the Board welcomes feedback and suggestions from
members and others on all matters relating to the care of burn
injuries and their prevention.
Contact us at info@anzba.org.au

Best Allied Health
Paper — Henrietta Law
Bursary

TENS is an effective
Ms Madonna Puglisi
adjunct in the
management of donor
site pain post split
skin graft

Best Research Poster

Resting energy
expenditure in
critically ill burns
patients

Sarah Porteous

Best Care Poster

To tape or not to
tape? Innovative use
of Kinesiotape in
children’s hand burns

Dimity Rynne

Best Prevention Poster

Identifying the local
issue of burns in New
South Wales

David Goltsman
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EMSB is continually growing and I am especially pleased to
announce that in collaboration with the Royal Australasian
College of Surgery and the Indonesian College of Surgery, the
first EMSB courses for Indonesia will be held in Bali in the second
week of December 2013. The entire course material has been
translated into Bahasa Indonesia under the auspices of RACS to
enable as many participants as possible to take the course. In
addition, the first EMSB courses for Nepal have been successfully
held in October 2013. Thank you to Jillian and Richard Wong-She
who have both worked hard to make this possible.

Peter Maitz
ANZBA President
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AWMA Nursing Representative report
Congratulations to Margo Asimus, NP Wound Management (NSW), for being awarded Nurse Practitioner of the Year from the Australian College of Nurse Practitioners at their annual
conference in Hobart this September. Her nomination was outstanding and in her acceptance speech she acknowledged that it is “a team” that achieves and heals. This award not only
acknowledges the achievement of the individual but also highlights the speciality of wound management.
Victoria welcomed its fourth nurse practitioner in wound management in November. Congratulations to Melinda Brooks who has a private practice as well as the nurse expert with World
of Wounds.
Jan Rice was farewelled this week from Latrobe University and World of Wounds. Although she may have resigned from her commitments with Latrobe, she is still involved with wound
management and education. Congratulations Jan on such an amazing career and best of luck with your new adventures.
The HESTA Nursing Care Awards are currently receiving nominations and the closing date is 31 March 2014. http://www.hestanursingawards.com.
There are several categories that we could nominate our members for in 2014:
•	Age Care Awards (aged care professionals in homes, villages or facilities).
• Primary Care Awards (Allied health and GPs).
•
Nursing Awards (nursing).
• Community Sector Awards (individuals or organisations).
The Wound Aseptic Technique Working Party provided a submission regarding the RACGP Infection Control Standards.
I continue to represent AWMA at the Coalition of National Nursing Organisations (CoNNO) as part of being an affiliated member but also a member of the executive council and we recently
had a meeting in Sydney.
a. As many of you would know the new Nurse Practitioner Practice Standards are available and will be implemented in January 2014. www.nursingmidwiferyboard.gov.au/documents/
default.aspx?record=WD13%2F12248&dbid=AP&chksum=F8%2BT8IA...
b. The ANF Competency Standards for Nurses in General Practice are being reviewed and are out for comment. http://anmf.org.au/pages/competency-standards. The ANF has also
launched their Telehealth Standards: Registered Nurses. http://anmf.org.au/documents/reports/Telehealth_Standards_Registered_Nurses.pdf
c. It appears that many nursing organisations are dropping the term “competencies” from their documents and adopting “Standards of practice”.
d. Several organisations are developing or revising their credentialling and competency frameworks and I have asked if they would be willing to review our documents.
e. The vascular nurses are having their first independent conference as they separate from the vascular surgeons. I encourage you all to support their next conference in Canberra in
2014.
f. The Australasian College for Infection Prevention and Control have just welcomed a consumer as a board member. They recently had legal advisors provide education on governance
for all their board members, which they do every election cycle. They are releasing a position paper on Skin Preparation in the Operating Theatre soon. http://www.acipc.org.au.
They are currently undergoing the process for Medline application for their journal. They are also developing learning modules regarding infection control.
g. The Australian College of Mental Health Nurses journal was recently awarded Best Journal for Specialty internationally. Congratulations. They are also celebrating their 40th
anniversary and are developing online education programs. http://www.acmhn.org
h. Dr Rosemary Bryant was a guest speaker and discussed her role as Australia’s First National Chief Nursing Officer. She gave an overview of priorities as she saw them.
i. The two other speakers were regarding social media and the AN&MAC.
AWMA has now become an Associate Member of the Australian Council of Social Service and the nursing representative is the contact person.
You still have time to send reports, photos or information for our AWMA 20th anniversary celebrations and memorabilia. tswanson@swh.net.au
Terry Swanson
AWMA Nursing Representative
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Mepitel® Film offers all kinds of new
opportunities in skin management. Thin,
soft and highly conformable, Mepitel Film
also includes Safetac® – ensuring excellent
protection with less pain at removal.1
Would you like to find out more please
visit us at
www.molnlycke.com/Mepitel-Film.aspx
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1. Dykes PJ et al. Effect of adhesive dressings on the stratum corneum of the
skin. Journal of Wound Care, 2001.
2. Waring M et al. An evalutatio of the skin stripping of wound dressing
adhesives. Journal of Wound Care, vol 22,
No 9, September, 2011.
3. White R. A Multinational survey of the assessment of pain when removing
dressings. Wounds UK 2008.
The Mölnlycke Health Care name and logo, Mepitel® Film and Safetac® are
registered trademarks of Mölnlycke Health Care AB. © Copyright (2011)
Mölnlycke Health Care. All rights reserved. Mölnlycke Health Care Pty Ltd,
Suite 1.01, 10 Tilley Lane, Frenchs Forest NSW 2086. Phone 1800 005 231.
www.molnlycke.com.au
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CONFERENCE REPORT

Inaugural Wound Conference
Sydney Adventist
Hospital
25 October 2013
On Friday 25 October 2013 the
Sydney Adventist Hospital convened
its inaugural Wound Conference.
Having already developed expertise
in hosting cardiac and orthopaedic
programs, the SAN Education team, led by Kaylene Leatherland
and Ron Craig, was supplemented by Gary Bain, Clinical Nurse
Consultant Wound Management, who acted as the wound
conference convenor.
Gary’s connections with his colleagues provided the opportunity
to have Ellie Lindsay, Professor Donald MacLellan, Matthew Dutton,
Anne Purcell, Wendy White and Margo Asimus all present at the
conference. The eloquence, humour, camaraderie and knowledge
of the presenting group was duly noted and appreciated by the
250 conference delegates.
The conference title was “…and now for something completely
different”. This was taken from the catchphrase used by Monty
Python during their television shows in the early 1970s. The point
of ‘difference’ about the event was the fact that all the content
was directly derived from questions drawn from three years of
accumulated wound program and seminar evaluations. Question
content was grouped and tallied, then the most sought after
topics were handed over to the speakers. The conference was a
‘you asked — we answer’ scenario.
Evaluations from the conference delegates indicate that each
attendee gained at least some information which they could
immediately utilise in their own clinical practice. This was the point

6

— provision of clinical and practical information that the delegates
wanted to hear. Subjects covered on the day included:
using the Leg Club model to overcome compliance resistance
to compression and leg ulcer treatment; understanding and
managing oedema; mycobacterium ulceration; role of Trental and
Doxycycline in facilitating wound repair; identifying devitalised
tissue and the role of debridement; biofilm-based wound care;
topical negative pressure for acute, chronic and the ‘well’ wound;
wound chronicity — its why, when and what we do about it;
understanding, assessing and managing the cavity wound, sinus,
fistula and cyst; the everyday impact and usefulness of clinical
research.
The conference was wonderfully supported by 19 members of the
wound product industry. The hands-on interaction and working
‘tips’ shared between parties was greatly appreciated by delegates
— many of whom were attending their first wound conference.
A significant contributing factor to the success of the event was the
background logistical work performed by the Hospital’s Wound
Fellows (the ward-based clinical resource wound team). They each
wore the Wound Fellow red shirt and were readily available and
accessible to each delegate and trade industry member. Together
with Ron Craig, they were responsible for a well-organised and
smoothly run day.
The Sydney Adventist Hospital Wound Conference will be a
biennial event, with the next meeting due in 2015. The date of the
program will be announced in early 2014. I am looking forward to
having you join us for our next wound conference.
Gary Bain
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AWMA Allied Health Representative report
November 2013
The past few months have been a busy time. While I continue to promote allied health in wound management and wound
management in general, I have undertaken the following specific activities:
•

National Standards — As a member of the Monash Health Skin Integrity Steering Committee and chair of the Pressure Injury
Site Committee at Dandenong Hospital, I am promoting the Pan Pacific Guidelines for the Prevention and Management
of Pressure Injury. As we progress towards accreditation in 2014 all policies and procedures reference the Guidelines and
assessment forms have been updated to include the improved staging system, with the Riskman reporting system now
showing six stages.

•

I am working with OT Australia towards delivering an education session in 2014. The format and date are yet to be finalised
but this is a great opportunity for our organisations to work together.

•

Bill McGuiness and I have been working on an international position paper on Multidisciplinary Groups in Wound Management,
which should be launched at the AWMA national conference in 2014

The Advanced Practicing Podiatrists — High Risk Foot Group is undergoing a review and restructure to improve its profile and
relevance nationally. Plans for 2014 include webcasts and most states and territories are now represented on the committee. The
last education session for 2013 was ‘International cutting edge research activities in diabetes-related foot ulcers and preventing
amputation’ presented by Dr Fran Game from the University of Nottingham UK, on Wednesday 4 December. This was well attended
and will be webcast at a later date to all APP-HRF members.
Gillian Butcher
Melbourne Victoria
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PO Box 62663, Greenlane 1546 New Zealand. Phone: 0800 441 763. www.convatec.com.au
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A Gold Standard:
Research and Clinical Practice
Australian Wound Management Association
National Conference 2014
Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre
7-10 May 2014

The AWMA Conference Organising Committee would like to invite you to attend the

10th Australian Wound Management Association
National Conference 2014
“A Gold Standard: Research and Clinical Practice”
Hosted by:

The Conference theme recognises the integral role research has in
informing clinical practice. The Conference will see collaboration between
a range of professionals, from scientists and researchers to clinicians,
from nursing and medicine to allied health. AWMA 2014 brings together
a diverse and experienced group in both the Organising and Scientific
Committees, aiming to build on the success of previous conferences with
some exciting new additions to the program.
AWMA 2014 will celebrate 20 years of AWMA, which will be commemorated
formally at the Conference Dinner. An occasion not to be missed.
We look forward to welcoming you to the Gold Coast and celebrating
together 20 years of AWMA.
Visit the website for further information, sponsorship and exhibition
opportunities

www.awma2014.com.au

Platinum Sponsor

Gold Sponsor
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New South Wales

Tasmania

AWMA NSW Representative report

AWMA Tasmanian Representative report

Following on from the annual
general meeting and free-tomembers WOUNDed event in
August, the committee, led
by President Margo Asimus,
has continued working to
meet the structured strategic
plan for AWMA (NSW).

The AWMA Tasmania committee has responded to the
membership’s thirst for education events again this year with the
most successful Grow Tasmania one-day seminars in Hobart and
Launceston in July with a follow-up special Spring Fling in Hobart
on 12 November with Jan Rice.

The
education
group
has plans in place for an
upcoming webinar on the
topic of skin tears. Further
Margo Asimus
details will be available via
the website in the near future
on this topic, requested by the membership. In addition, planning
has commenced for the 2014 AWMA (NSW) WOUNDed event that
will be conducted in Sydney.
Committee members have been promoting the upcoming
2014 AWMA national conference to be held on the Gold Coast.
A significant aspect of the 2014 conference will be AWMA
celebrating its 20th anniversary. The recent archiving of AWMA
(NSW) records has unearthed valuable historical material to
document the AWMA (NSW) history that will form part of the
celebrations at the 2014 AWMA national conference.
Due to a vacant position on the committee, it was pleasing to
welcome Wendy Cloake to the AWMA (NSW) committee. Wendy
brings to the committee a strong commitment to wound
management, including that of industry liaison with the Hunter
Wound Interest Group. To find out more about Wendy, you can
view her profile on the AWMA (NSW) website.
A highlight for the committee was the recent announcement
by the Australian College of Nurse Practitioners (ACNP) of the
inaugural Australian Nurse Practitioner of the Year award, which
was proudly received by our NSW President, Margo Asimus. The
award was announced at the national conference in Tasmania.
Margo certainly demonstrates outstanding qualities as a clinician,
mentor, advocate and leader. Further details are available on
the ACNP website. However, the announcement of the award
doesn’t stop there for Margo who has grasped the opportunity
to promote the specialty and nurse practitioner profile through
various media streams across the country.
As the year is drawing to a close business is still a priority for the
AWMA (NSW) committee who are preparing for the committee’s
busy face-to-face meeting in January. This meeting will focus
on strategic planning for the coming year, membership drive
strategies, AWMA national restructure process and finalising
wound awareness week activities.
Lyn Thomas

An eyewitness report from Bebe Brown of the two latest Hobart
AWMA Tasmania events follow. Sixty-five AWMA members and
non-members attended the Grand Chancellor in November and
enjoyed an informative and lively evening rotating around work
stations that included NPWT, compression bandaging, skin tears,
grafts and donor sites, foot assessment and general trade.
AWMA also provided monetary support to enable Ellie Leg
Club founder Ellie Lindsay to fly into Hobart for a presentation
to celebrate the first birthday for the first Leg Club in Tasmania.
Andrea Bremner, one of the community health nurses, summed
up the day.
Ellie Lindsay spoke with so much passion and made me feel proud
to be a nurse. It also made me realise how lucky we are as nurses
to have the privilege to meet amazing people and to be able to
assist them to live their lives to the fullest.
Ellie spoke from the heart and is very passionate
about
helping
people
regain
their
lives
back.
Ellie explained how friendships were formed through the leg ulcer
clubs. Members continued to drop into the Leg Clubs, even after
their leg ulcers were healed. The concept is great, empowering
members and providing a non-medical environment where
people can interact socially and gain peer support and empathy.
Local ABC radio was in attendance and aired a live interview with
Lea Young, who was instrumental in the setting up of Tasmania’s
first Leg Club.
The committee continues to be responsive to the needs of our
members and has chosen to focus on education across the state
as our key function.

Lea Young and ABC host Jo Spargo

Clarissa Young
Nurse Practitioner Launceston General Hospital
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Victoria

Victoria

AWMA VIC Representative report

AWMA SA Representative report

AWMA Vic’s AGM was held on 13 August 2013, where we sadly
said farewell to committee members Jan Rice, Felicity Morrow,
Jana Garazek and Stephanie de Vincents. We thanked the
committee members for the commitment, dedication and
enthusiasm demonstrated throughout their terms on the AWMA
Vic committee. We elected a new committee and welcomed
several new subcommittee members, who will work to support
AWMA Vic committee with a view to succession planning.

Current activities
State association

The new AWMA Vic committee members are:
President: Andrea Minnis
Ex officio: Jan Rice
Vice-president: Ruth Angus
Treasurer: Charne Miller
Website Manager: Kate Harper
Education Officers: Carmen Pout and
Linda Howell
Public relations: Ai Wei Ng
Regional Group: Mandy Taylor
Connective Issues editor: Casie Barrette
Professional Standards: Hannah Tudor
Secretariat: Di Carr

Committee/
Subcommittee
•
Lauren Wilson
•
Judith Campbell
•
Lisa Hewitt
•
Toni Howells
•
Marylou
Haegebols

The committee held a planning day in Bendigo on 9 November
2013 to establish strategies for the next 12 months, including:
•

Subcommittee allocation to portfolios to support committee:
Regional: Lauren Wilson, Judith Campbell, Lisa Hewitt
Public relations: Marylou Haegebols
Conference support role: Toni Howells

•

Planning for 2015 AWMA Vic conference under way

•

Planning for 2016 AWMA national conference under way

•

2014 Education grants

Our last twilight seminar was held on 3 December 2013, focusing
on new products and innovations of 2013, presented by Terry
Swanson. This was followed by an interactive panel discussion
about our 2014 theme of Bariatrics — the big picture. The panel,
consisting of Dr Michael Woodward, Melinda Brooks (nurse
practitioner wound management), Janet Hope (Ausbig), Katrina
Capell (dietitian) and Catherine Young (occupational therapist),
provided some thought-provoking insight into some of the
challenges faced in managing bariatric patients with wounds.
The evening was very well attended and provided many other
highlights, including announcements for the 2014 AWMA
Vic education grants and official congratulations to Melinda
Brooks, who is the fourth endorsed nurse practitioner in wound
management for Victoria. Particular thanks must go to Linda
Howells and Carmen Pout for all of their hard work in making this
evening such a huge success.
On behalf of AWMA Vic, I would like to wish everyone a very safe
and happy Christmas and all the very best for 2014.
Andrea Minnis
AWMA Vice-president
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Our Education meeting on 21 August featured Associate Professor
Karen Vickery, MQVC Innovation Fellow and Scientific Director
Surgical Infection Research Group at The Australian School of
Advanced Medicine, Macquarie University, kindly sponsored
by KCI Medical. Karen presented on Biofilms and Infection
Control, definitely a ‘flavour-of-the-month’ subject, and held us
all spellbound with a highly interesting and thought-provoking
talk. There is no doubt that biofilms constitute a challenge which
may outlast us all!
We held a highly successful one-day seminar on 20 September,
attended by over 220 people, a record for AWMA (SA). Without
doubt everyone had come to hear the AWMA Vice-president
deliver her knowledgeable words of wisdom, though she was
admirably backed up by a host of other interesting presentations,
including a couple by AWMA National Committee members
past, present and part-time, namely Sue Templeton and Tabatha
Rando. The majority of attendees were non-members —
hopefully they will have been galvanised into action, and SA will
see its membership numbers swell as a result.
The committee has had the opportunity to discuss both the
proposed name change, to Wounds Australia, and the proposed
new structure. The committee understands the rationale behind
the proposal and is fully supportive of the proposed new name.
It is to be hoped that the general membership will have a similar
opinion, and that this will be reflected in positive replies to the
Survey Monkey currently on the AWMA website.
Our November education evening featured a Back to Basics
theme, with local speakers presenting on HEIDI and TIME. This
topic was in response to a survey of members and others who
attend our evenings. As an added incentive to attend, the evening
also featured a complimentary raffle with attractive prizes, and a
Christmas supper with elegant SA wines — only the best for our
locals!

Planned events
Our AGM will be held in February next year, in conjunction with
our first education evening for 2014. This will continue the Back
to Basics theme, with presentations on “The Right Dressing for
the Right Wound”, and Aseptic Non-Touch Technique©, which
has become an important aspect of wound management with
the introduction of the new National Safety and Quality Health
Service Standards.
Membership remains stable at around 320, including corporate
members, but we will continue to explore strategies to increase
our numbers. Any suggestions gratefully received!
Paul Philcox
SA Representative to AWMA

DeepesTissues December 2013

Wound Aseptic Technique (WAT) AWMA working party report
Our last teleconference was 21 November by GoToMeeting.

Our Core Group committee consists of:
Terry Swanson: Chair/Victoria/Acute
Pam Morey: Minute secretary/WA/Acute and Wounds West
Margo Asimus: NSW/Community
Stephen Yelland: Qld/Primary care
Judith Barker: ACT/Community
Clarissa Young: Tasmania/Acute
Lyn Thomas: NSW/Community
Courtney Vassallo: Qld/Aged Care

and handling of wound dressings and equipment. Items to be
considered are:
•

Recommendations for the acute, home and residential
settings

•

Use of sterile vs clean items

•

Storage of supplies in the home, residential, clinic and acute
care setting

•

Providing a clean surface for changing of a wound dressing

•

Use of opened but unused product

•

Cleansing of equipment, wounds and limbs

Kylie Elder: Vic/Community RDNS

Members: Lyn Thomas, Tabatha Rando, Liz Howse, Kylie Elder
and Jenni Brynes

Tabatha Rando: SA/Community

Chair: Lyn Thomas

Sue Templeton: SA/Community
Liz Howse: WA/Community

Evidence and Literature Review

The Review Group consists of:

Purpose: To review the literature and develop levels of evidence
regarding the issues of aseptic techniques required for wound
care. Items to be considered are:

Wendy White: NSW/Primary care

•

Definitions

Donna Nair: Vic/Community Aged Care

•

Wound cleansing

Sue Atkins: Vic/DoH Infection Control

•

Dressing changes

Catherine Gaylard: NT/Infection Control

•

Risk management

Shelly Clavan: NSW/Infection Control

•

Storage of sterile and clean products

Juliet Scott: Tas/Community/Rural Inpatient Facilities; MPS/Public
Aged Care

•

Provision of care in various settings

•

Standards and regulations

Structure

Members: Sue Templeton, Terry Swanson, Judith Barker and Pam
Morey (PM)

Jenni Byrnes: NT/Acute

We have developed six domains with team leaders and teams
confirmed.
First Phase

Definitions
It was agreed that our terminology (the wound world) has to
change to avoid confusion and provide consistency. A list of
terms and their definitions will be developed by all.

Risk Management
Purpose: To examine how health care professionals manage
risk of infection in provision of wound care. Examples will be
developed or adopted to assist in practical understanding of the
concepts of aseptic technique in wound management as well
as education and translation into practice. With patient-centred
care as a priority the risk factors to be evaluated must consist at
least of the following criteria:
•

Health and wellbeing of the patient/client/resident

•

Wound environment

•

Health care professional

Members: Margo Asimus, Clarissa Young, Stephen Yelland and
Courtney Vassallo

Chair: Judith Barker
Once phase one has been achieved then the next two groups will
be formed and timelines developed.

Education
Purpose: The goal of this group will be to determine strategies
on how best to implement and disseminate the statements and
recommendations. A plan will also be developed to assess the
translation into practice.

Consumer engagement: stakeholder/academia
Purpose: Development or adoption of education strategies for
and engagement of the consumer regarding WAT.

Recommendations to AWMA
Given the literature review requirements we suggest:
•

Funding be provided from AWMA for a research assistant to
work with the WAT working party.

•

The literature review would provide a timely opportunity
for the AWMA Standards to be updated therefore providing
dual benefit for the funding.

Storage and Processing of Wound Care Products

With the new structure and goals it would anticipated that
this project will conclude in mid-2014. Our next meeting via
GoToMeeting is 12 December at 19:00 Victorian time.

Purpose: To review the evidence both formal/informal along with
current practice to provide recommendations on the storage

Terry Swanson NPWM
Chair WAT working party

Chair: Clarissa Young
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■ LOCATION Hilton Hotel, Adelaide, South Australia

■ WELCOME RECEPTION State Library South Australia, Wednesday 26 March 2014
■ GALA DINNER Adelaide Town Hall, Friday 28 March 2014

SPEAKERS ■ Professor Henry Lik Yuen Chan – Professor in Department of Medicine
and Therapeutics, Head of Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Director of
Institute of Digestive Disease, Director of Centre for Liver Health, Assistant Dean
(Development) of Faculty of Medicine, The Chinese Universtiy of Hong Kong
■ Professor Dilip Nathwani – Consultant Physician in Infectious Diseases and Honorary
Professor of Infection, Ninewells Hospital and Medical School, Dundee, United Kingdom
■ Dr Johann Pitout – Medical Microbiologist and Professor, University of Calgary, Canada

FOR FURTHER DETAILS
■
ASID Annual Scientific Meeting
Locked Mail Bag 5057, Darlinghurst NSW 1300 Australia
■
T +61 8204 0770
E meeting@asid.net.au ■ www.asid.net.au/Annual-Scientific-Meeting

