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AWMA News Release, May 2011 

Highlights: AWMA Committee Meeting   

7 & 8 May 2011 

The AWMA committee recently met in Melbourne for the committee meeting.  

AWMA Conference Sydney, NSW 2012 

The conference committee are progressing well with the organisation of the conference. Call for 

Abstracts closes 5th September 2011. An exciting scientific program and social activities are planned.  

Please visit the website for more information. - http://www.awma2012.com/ 

 

Wound Awareness Campaign - 2011 

The Wound Awareness Campaign commenced on March 28
th

 with the launch of Wound Awareness 

Week. Activities were held in all States and Territories aimed at highlighting the plight of people 

suffering from venous leg ulceration. The major activity was the release of balloons on the 28
th

 

March at 12md in participating states/territories including the Victorian Parliament and other public 

areas to increase the awareness of VLU. Other activities included education and twilight sessions for 

health professionals and consumers, Wound Expo’s, poster displays, cake cutting and media 

coverage. A variety of elephant in the room merchandise were purchased and displayed throughout 

the week. These items are still available through the AWMA online shop. Thank you to the FAME 

committee chaired by Carol Baines for coordinating the WAC. 

The following activities were undertaken as part of the campaign in my role as President: 

• A video interview was conducted with Jamie Dado detailing the patient’s perspective and 

posted on the Elephant in the Room website    

• An interview with Red Symons ABC radio program on March 28
th

 providing an early platform 

for the campaign 

•  A webinar was held on 19
th

 April detailing the campaign. This also provided the opportunity 

to test this type of technology for future AWMA events. 

• An invited plenary presentation to the National Podiatry Conference on 28
th

 April entitled, 

“Challenges of contemporary wound care” in which I was able to highlight the campaign 

activities and encourage the participants to have their patients sign the petition.  

 

AWMA Restructure Review  

The Restructure committee met face to face in Melbourne on the 6 May 2011 and each 

state/territory representative discussed the implementation of a unified name/brand and logo, 

standardise member benefits, develop a common website and the process of employing a national 

membership secretariat. A number of motions were proposed and voted on to enable Option 3 of 

the restructure process to be implemented. The motions were also ratified by the AWMA 

committee. These are: 

1. Each state/territory will make available a minimum two newsletters per annum. 
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2. Each state/territory provides participants of interactive educational events /opportunities a 

certificate of attendance stating educational hours. 

3. Each state/territory provides their members with the opportunity to attend interactive 

education /events to a minimum of 8 hours per annum 

4. Each state/territory will maintain an attendance list of participants attending educational 

events/opportunities and keep this for seven years. 

5. Members of each state/territory are offered discounted attendance fees at educational 

events /opportunities with reciprocal arrangements between associations. 

6. Each state/territory will offer scholarships/grants to their members. 

7. Each state/territory is provided with an initial corporate branding kit which includes a 

banner/insert, logo, self-inking stamp and table cloth funded by AWMA. 

8. That AWMA make available standard document templates which may include but are not 

limited to certificate of attendance, newsletter and flyers with supporting guidelines for 

their use. 

9. That AWMA continue with the current website administrator. 

10. That the AWMA membership secretariat will receive all membership fees and distribute the 

balance to each state/territory quarterly after deduction of capitation fees. 

11.  The current state/territory website and domain names will close and content will be held 

under individual state/territory pages on the AWMA website. 

12.  AWMA will be responsible for national website content and costs while states/territories 

will retain responsibility for the content and costs of their pages. 

13.  AWMA will fund the initial amalgamation of state/territory website content into the AWMA 

website. 

14.  AWMA accepts the style of the logo submitted by Kahlia Gilbert-Davis providing this is 

unencumbered and will work with a graphic designer to finalise the design. 

 

Logo competition – The AWMA Restructure Committee received three entries for the logo 

competition. The committee voted on the winning logo unanimously and the winner has been 

notified. AWMA will now work with the graphic designer and the final design will be available soon. 

 

Venous Leg Ulcer Guideline   

The VLUG is now complete and has been submitted to NHMRC for consideration and endorsement 

by council. The NHMRC council members met on the 17 June and the chair and vice chair were 

invited to attend. A couple of small changes were recommended by council and the guideline has 

been amended to reflect these. The VLUG will be launched at the Pan Pacific Forum in Canberra.  

Australian Pressure Ulcer Advisory Panel.  

Ms Emily Haesler has been employed on a part-time basis to assist with review of the higher grade 

evidence, systematic reviews and meta-analysis and the writing of the guidelines. Emily has an 

extensive background in the development of NHMRC guidelines and her assistance has proved 

invaluable in the recent development of the joint Australian and New Zealand Venous Leg Ulcer 

Guidelines. A teleconference meeting earlier this year resulted in a decision to merge the APUAP 

committees into one Steering Committee and follow the format employed for the VLUG 

development.    

The results of this review will form the content of the draft document.  The next stage of this 

development involves electronic and tele-conference meetings of participants in order to review and 

refine the draft guideline contents. The final draft will then be sent to a wider internal and external 

review group. New Zealand and Pan Pacific Forum Asian partners will be invited to be members of 

the review committee.   
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The Chair of the Committee received communication from the Australian Commission for Safety and 

Quality in Healthcare on the 18th February, 2011 requesting the APUAP undertake a review of their 

Draft Pressure Injury Standards. The document was sent to Steering Committee members in place at 

that time and approximately 5 responses were received. These were correlated and a response was 

forwarded to the Commission. It is anticipated that the Standards will be disseminated in 

September, 2011.  

Pan Pacific Pressure Ulcer Forum & Venous Leg Ulcer Forum 

The Pan Pacific Pressure Ulcer and Venous Leg Ulcer Guideline will be launched in Canberra from 15 

– 17 October 2011 at The Rydges Lakeside. Key note speakers include Professor Keith Harding, 

Professor Donald Maclellan, Dr Greg Schulze, Professor Hugo Partsch, Dr Andrew Jull & Dr David 

Song. We are also organising a number of social events. Registrations are now open and early bird 

registration closes 29 July. More information, including the program, is available on the AWMA 

website and at http://www.panpacificulcerforums.com.au. 

Education and Professional Development Committee 

The Education committee is developing a position paper on Telehealth in collaboration with EWMA. 

Over the next few months the committee will be looking at developing a multidisciplinary 

credentialing package in wound management. This is an area of focus in other associations, 

specialties and regulatory boards. More information to follow.    

EWMA 

I will be attending the EWMA Webinar and Expert Round Table Discussion on “Evidence on Silver 

Dressing Technology in London on May 4
th

 and 5
th

 2011. I will also be attending the EWMA 

conference on May 25
th

 -27
th

 where I will attend the participating countries meeting on behalf of 

AWMA. I will also Chair a session on “Investigating the impact of topical antimicrobials in wound 

care” and present a paper on visual assessment of venous leg ulceration.  I hope to have a lot of new 

findings to report following these activities.   

 

The next AWMA committee meeting will be held on the 13 & 14 August 2011 in Melbourne. 

 

With regards, 

 

 
Bill McGuiness 

AWMA President 


