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Australian Capital Territory

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL
TERRITORY
President’s Message
November was THE month for AWMA (ACT) with the major event, a 2-day conference
titled Wounds and Wellbeing – Continuing the Anzac Spirit on 6-7 November 2015.
The program contained a number of interstate and local speakers including Professor
Kerlyn Carville, Professor William McGuiness, Professor Anne Gardner, Dr Mary Anne Kuhl
and Professor David Hardman. Professor Dominic Upton, Professor Brenda Happell and
Dr Penney Upton also presented. Two webinars, by Smith and Nephew and Covidien /
Medtronic, were screened. Workshop topics included the use of dopplers, instil therapy
and compression bandaging. Other topics of interest included diversity of practice and
research, diabetic foot wounds and nutrition, and pressure injury and skin integrity.
Excitement had gathered prior to the conference about the launch of the Wellbeing in
Wounds Network, which occurred during the conference. I will provide more information
on this in my next article. The conference dinner continued the ANZAC theme, being
held in surrounds of the National War Memorial. It was a truly memorial event. Our guest
speaker for the night was Susanna De Vries, author of Australian Heroines of World War
One. In 1996, she was awarded an Order of Australia for ‘Services to Australian Art and
Literature’ both for her books and the quality of her talks and PowerPoint presentations.
With Remembrance Day so close to the conference date, it was an absorbing address.
I would like to acknowledge the contributions of our wound product companies: KCIAcelity; ArjoHuntleigh; Coloplast Pty Ltd; ConvaTec; HARTMANN Australia; Invacare; Medtronic
Molnlycke Health Care; Perrigo Australia & Smith & Nephew. We wish to thank them sincerely
for their continued support and input, which added to the success of our conference.

>>>

Australian Capital Territory

Stop Pressure Injury Day has been celebrated at Canberra Hospital on 19 November 2015.
We had considerable media interest. A focal point in the hospital foyer advertised the
event throughout the hospital.
AWMA (ACT) held their AGM at Courgettes in Canberra on 20 November 2015. We discussed
the future of Wounds Australia as well as a celebrated the activities of the previous AWMA
(ACT) in expectation of their transition to Wounds Australia.
Local identities Judith Barker and Ann Marie Dunk have had articles published in the
Australian Nursing and Midwifery Journal vol. 23, September 2015 in conjunction with
Dominic and Penney Upton on Wellbeing in Wounds Network, more information can be
found at www.wellbeingofwounds.info
Ann Marie Dunk, CNC of the Tissue Viability Unit at Canberra Hospital attended the 18th
Annual Meeting European Pressure Ulcer Advisory Panel, 16-18 September 2015 in Ghent,
Belgium and presented a paper titled: Measuring practice change through clinical experts.
This international meeting was focusing on: Implementation of Science and Education,
and provided an opportunity to see what is happening throughout other regions in the
world of wounds.
Judy Blair
AWMA (ACT) President

Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au

Australian Capital Territory
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New South Wales

NEW SOUTH WALES
President’s Message
The focus of recent months for AWMA (NSW) has been the future of the
organisation and education opportunities to members. Significant meetings
to address nationalisation restructure and education events have occurred.
In August 2015 AWMA (NSW) conducted a successful biennial state
conference. The event was conducted at Terrigal on the scenic Central
Coast of NSW. As a result of the work by the scientific program committee led by Matt
Dutton an interesting and stimulating two day program was provided. The invited key note
speaker included Jacquie Fletcher, Dr Frank Barron and Dr Debbie Geyer as well as other
highly regarded speakers who certainly captured the delegates in the delivery of content
from their areas of expertise related to wound management. Throughout the two days,
Wendy White and Gary Bain as co-chairs provided well researched and entertaining detail
to the conference program. The support and presence of industry partners was evident
during the conference. In particular the extensive industry display was well attended
by delegates at every opportunity. A bonus to those delegates with 2015-2016
membership, who attended the conference in full, was the provision of the latest
Australian wound management text “Wound Management for the Advanced
Practitioner”.
During the conference the Coloplast Biatain Literary Award for Literature/Clinical Practice
Review was presented to Jennifer Sonter. The award resulted from the publication in
Wound Practice and Research of the article “The predictive capacity of toe blood pressure
and the toe brachial index for foot wound healing and amputation: A systematic review
and meta-analysis” by Jennifer and co-authors Alan Ho and Vivienne Chuter.
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Coloplast Biatin Literary Award recipients

As well as the education focus was the social program of the conference. The conference
beach themed dinner drew a capacity attendance. Delegates, partners, presenters and
industry representatives enjoyed the conference dinner and were highly participant in the
entertainment and activities at the beachside venue.

Synchronised swim team
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Conference dinner

Two significant meetings were conducted during the conference. The Special Extraordinary
Meeting of AWMA (NSW) was conducted to decide on the future of the organisation. At
this meeting the members decided to wind up AWMA (NSW) and join Wounds Australia.
As per the AWMA (NSW) constitution, the Annual General Meeting (AGM) was conducted
as usual. A standing ovation occurred at the AGM when Margo Asimus received life
membership of AWMA (NSW). This was in due recognition of the outstanding contribution
Margo has made to the organisation, to wound management and consumers.
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Margo Asimus

New South Wales

A build on previous years is the upcoming annual World Stop
Pressure Injury Day. This international event is gaining increasing
momentum and opportunity exists for local sites to participate.
World Stop Pressure Injury Day is scheduled for the 19 November
2015. Please see the website for details of events and ideas to have
at your local site.
On behalf of the AWMA (NSW) committee I would like to thank the outgoing 2015
committee members for their commitment during their terms of office. As well I would like
to acknowledge the ongoing work by the present committee as we lead up to the formal
commencement of the new national body of Wounds Australia.

2014-2015 Committee

Lyn Thomas
AWMA (NSW) President
Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au

New South Wales
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NORTHERN TERRITORY
President’s Message
Activities:
July 2015 saw local speaker Ms Dione Brockwell occupational therapist present on the
topic of was titled “Managing swelling and leaking”. This session was well patronised with
30 participants and feedback from the session was positive.
Due to maintenance of the regular education space at RDH the scheduled education
session has been postponed until next year.

Planned events:
Our next event will now be held as part of Wound Awareness Week in 2016, speakers and
topic to be advised.

FOUNDING FELLOWSHIP AWARDS:
With the wind up of the NT branch, it was important to recognise the efforts of the original
members of the committee, which was started back in 2007 with Wounds Association
Northern Territory (WANT) with the

Inaugural members:
Jenni Byrnes, CNC Royal Darwin Hospital (RDH) President
Chris Clarke, CNC Community Vice President & State Rep
Helen Barnes, RN Community Secretary
Margaret Forbes, Clinical Dietician RDH Treasurer
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Committee:
Angela Bendall RN RDH
Coralie Brannelly RN Community
Lyn McBride RN Darwin Private Hospital
Donna Fisher RN
Deidre Widdall RN RDH
Yvonne Beare EN RDH
Those members who are still contactable attended an award ceremony on the
20 November at parliament house to receive the Founding Fellowship Award and
acknowledge the hard work that was done to set up and maintain the NT branch of AWMA.
Also a big thank you to the current committee members, who continue to work and
support the ongoing function of this branch.

Jennifer Byrnes
AWMA (NT) President & Representative

Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au

Northern Territory
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QUEENSLAND
President’s Message
AGM Report, September 2015
AWMA (QLD) Committee
After recovering from hosting the 2014 National Conference in May 2014, the state
committee were quick to resume state-based events. In the last few years we have had
a number of new committee members, and I feel privileged to have worked with you.
I would like to thank all of the committee, and acknowledge that these roles are
voluntary and unpaid; they often require a balancing act in terms of responsibilities
between committees, along with other work, family and personal commitments.
Membership
We ended 2015 with a total of 496 members. Whilst this is a small decrease on last year’s
membership numbers, the state committee have been working with AWMA National to
streamline and take a more proactive approach to membership renewals, including earlier
renewal requests and more frequent renewal reminders. New members continue to join
at a rate of 10 to 15 each month. We have continued to see an increase in the breadth and
diversity in our membership, both in profession and location, with increases in rural and
remote members.
Education & Public Relations
In 2015 Courtney Vassallo, our Public Relations officer, undertook a membership survey,
the results of which we have sent on to AWMA National. The survey showed, that over 60%
of our members join for education opportunities, with the next highest reasons being
access to the journal and networking opportunities. Almost 75% of members thought the
membership cost at $90 represented excellent or very good value. Thank you to Courtney
for facilitating the survey.
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The 2014/15 committee have listened to members outside the Gold Coast and metro
areas and are seeking to hold at least one annual event outside these areas to support
the education needs of our considerable rural and remote membership base. In 2016,
AWMA (QLD) will host an event in Toowoomba, and in future years will continue to rotate
locations outside of Brisbane. Under the new structure of Wounds Australia, Queensland
will continue to host regular events in Brisbane, Gold Coast and outside of Brisbane.
Queensland will continue to hold at least one education day event per year, in addition to
twilight events and Wounds Awareness Week events. Where possible, we will also continue
to offer videoconferencing links to provide members outside metro areas with access to
education events.
Finances
The Queensland committee has continued to review state expenses and where possible
minimised these costs, while continuing to facilitate regular education events at larger
venues supported by increased attendance numbers. Events in Queensland continue to
be run at a cost neutral or small surplus in order to finance other ongoing state-based
initiatives. With a sustained return to profit, Queensland has been in a position to resume
regular state-based scholarships. The committee continues to ensure rural/remote
members also have access to scholarships to attend state and national conferences. With
a move to nationalisation, Queensland has ensured its members will continue to have
ongoing access to scholarships for both state and national events.
AWMA Restructure & National Update
In 2013/14, a number of national based projects came to fruition, including free online
interactive webinars, a national website, the launch of Wounds Central (a members only
area on the AWMA website). The journal Wound Practice and Research continues to be
available to members online. The national newsletter DeepesTissues has extended the statebased content and Queensland has supported the ceasing of a state-based newsletters to
provide more varied content within the national newsletter. The state and national editors
continue to work towards this project to meet all States’ needs.
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The initial steps towards nationalisation have already been undertaken: Queensland
changed in 2013 to a national membership secretariat, where all members are now
managed at a national level. Members provided positive feedback for the name, Wounds
Australia, and as mentioned above a number of state projects have now been made
available nationally. Members are already seeing the benefits of nationalisation to date,
with a number of these projects. Following this, Wounds Australia was formally registered

Queensland

as a Company Limited by Guarantee. State and national constitutions were reviewed
and a new constitution for Wounds Australia was developed and following review and
membership feedback, it has been finalised and registered. Throughout this process you
would have received a number of communications regarding restructure, including emails
and website updates, as well as the latest Special Resolution motion that accompanied
the AGM notification. Please note that while AWMA (QLD) will then move to “wind up”
it will reform under Wounds Australia. This means that your membership will transfer to
Wounds Australia and all benefits will continue to you as members. That is, Queensland
will maintain a local committee to provide state based education events, as outlined
earlier, and you will continue to receive Wound Practice and Research as well as all other
membership benefits. The process of winding up will take some months, and a law firm
who has advised throughout the process to date, has been assisting states in this process.
Locally, Queensland will continue to work with Cre8it Events on local education events.
A final thank you
Thanks to all our education event speakers, throughout the year, for donating their time
and expertise to our education events. Thanks to Martin and his team at Cre8it Events
whose help ensure our events are both successful and run smoothly, as well as for all their
work supporting our members and our committee throughout the year. Thank you for
working collaboratively with us to ensure the ongoing financial viability of AWMA (QLD),
while still delivering a high level of benefits to members. I would like to acknowledge
Courtney Vassallo and Nicola Morley who both sit on the state committee as well as run
the Gold Coast Special Interest Group, with ongoing success at local events throughout
the year. Finally I would like to personally thank the committee, who have provided me
with considerable support and encouragement in my various roles on the committee over
the last eight years, including the last two years as President. I would like to specifically
thank Kathy Finlayson who has stepped up as both the State Representative of AWMA, and
Queensland’s restructure representative, as well as Ewan Kinnear who stepped into the
President role for a period this year. This year represents my final year as President, as well
as my last year on the committee. It has been a privilege to get to know the members as
well as work with the committee for all these years, I’ve formed an extensive professional
network, and have also formed a number of new friendships in this time.
Donna Hickling
AWMA (QLD) President 2014/2015
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Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au

Queensland

AWMA (QLD) Representative’s Message
AWMA Queensland had an exciting start to spring with our state conference – Great
Expectations – held from 3–5 September 2015 at the Brisbane Convention Centre.
Some highlights from the conference are provided in this newsletter by our Conference
Coordinators. Importantly, during the conference the state AGM was held, including this
year our Special Resolution to vote on closure of AWMA Queensland Inc. and transfer of
membership to the national organisation, Wounds Australia. I’m excited to report the vote
supported going ahead with this resolution, thus we are expecting our final close down
of AWMA (QLD) to occur early in 2016. Current members will automatically be transferred
to Wounds Australia.
A new state committee was elected at the AGM. Our new committee consist of: Kathleen
Finlayson (President), Christina Parker (Vice President), Jodie Gordon (Treasurer), Cathy
Kindness (Education Officer), Peter Hancock (State website), Damien McDermid, Kim Kaim
(Editor), Damian Williams, Maree Francis, Erin James, Kerrie Coleman, Courtney Vassallo
(Public Relations Officer).
Sadly, our President for the last two years, Donna Hickling, has stepped down after eight
years of involvement on the committee. Donna has given much of her time and energy
during these years supporting AWMA (QLD)s members and further development of wound
management education and research. We would like to acknowledge and thank her for
her outstanding contribution. The President’s report is summarised below.
A reminder to renew your membership if you have not already done so – the last reminders
were emailed and posted recently. Our last education events for the year is coming up
soon on 4 December 2015 at the Gold Coast – keep your eyes out for the advertising flyers.
Dr Kathleen Finlayson
AWMA (QLD) Representative
Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au
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2015 AWMA (QLD) State Conference Chair’s report
Almost exactly one year ago we started the journey of preparing for this year’s conference.
We started by selecting a secretariat from a number of proposals. The winning provider
was Cre8It Events, who did an outstanding job of guiding us through the rest of the year
and ensuring the conference itself ran smoothly.
From the word “go” the Scientific Committee, which included Ewan Kinnear (chair), Kathleen
Finlayson and Damian Williams, were hard at work developing the amazing program,
inviting speakers, reviewing abstracts and posters and designing award criteria among so
many other things.
Donna (having done this before!) was a great resource and Cathy Kindness, Courtney
Vassallo and Jill Campbell provided inspiration and lots and lots of legwork! With all this
planning and inspiration, we would have gotten carried away if not for our Treasurer Jodie
Gordon being the voice of reason, and reigning us in, when we got too excited.
But I must give a special thank you to my right-hand-(wo)man Christina Parker, who really
did all the hard work and made me look good!
The conference itself went far too quickly. The speakers were all so good I’d hate to single
anyone out. And the trade hall was amazing! A special thanks to Molnlycke, who had a
very welcoming display with great support staff, who answered all our questions. Running
the simultaneous workshops meant we could offer more workshops, but it also meant
there were so many good workshops to see you had to miss out on some! I was honoured
to be able to run the skin tears workshop with Professor Keryln Carville. There were great
questions and ideas from many participants in the workshop. But like many others, I
would have loved to have attended more than one workshop. The one I wanted to see
was Abstract Writing. My friend Kathleen told me how it went:
A small but enthusiastic group attended the abstract writing workshop, armed with their
ideas to share with the world. After some tips and pointers on abstract writing, and a
pleasant few minutes selecting an appropriate and desired conference or journal for
our abstract submissions, a round-the-table workshop began. For each section of the
abstracts, there was discussion on ideas on how to tailor an abstract to suit the needs of
both the type of information to be submitted (i.e. whether a case study, larger research
study, educational initiative or change of practice); and the requirements of the submitting
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conference or journal committees. By the end of the workshop, we had all made good
progress to completing our abstracts and I hope many will be submitted for the next
AWMA conference.
As we enter into a new era with Wounds Australia we have a lot to look forward to. The
National Conference will be held next year in Melbourne and I can’t wait to attend – as a
delegate! I’ll see you there.
Kim Kain
State Conference Chair
Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au
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2015 AWMA (QLD) State Conference
Scholarship Winner’s Report
I attended the AWMA (QLD) state conference, “Great Expectations: Today and Beyond”
and found the sessions very interesting. The speakers were all of great interest with new
information to impart. Geoff Sussman debated tips on dressings, goals of management
and new methods for wound healing and diagnosis with a great need for next generation
smart dressings to incorporate pharmaceuticals.
Matthew Bourne spoke of his personal experience living with a chronic wound providing
thought provoking viewpoints on the ideal MDT working concept and putting the patient
at the centre of decisions. Kerrie Coleman included a discussion on simplifying clinical
standards by exploring current evidence, and the topic that healthcare professionals
choose to ignore: sexual health relating to wound care and breaking the taboo.
Keryln Carville reviewed evidence-based research in relation to advancement for clinical
practice and being able to achieve this despite barriers faced by health care providers.
Flavia Huygens looked under the microscope informing us of the facts concerning bacteria,
microorganisms in non-healing wounds, and research aiming to utilise new therapies and
diagnostics.
The conference would not be
complete without the conference
dinner with the theme “Victorian Era
to the Future” which as usual was a
lot of fun with trivia questions, great
food and a fantastic band to keep the
dance floor busy. There were so many
great outfits, and congratulations to
Keryln Carville winning 1st place as
Florence Nightingale, and Ric Parker
winning 2nd place as Queen of Hearts
Wound Care Nurse.
Keryl Carville as
Florence Nightingale

Ric Parker as Queen of
Hearts Wound Care Nurse
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This year I gave myself the huge task of presenting not one poster but three posters of
various case studies.

Amanda Morgan’s posters

There were twelve poster presentations all showing the hard work we as health care
professionals have undertaken to show evidence-based practice to improve wound care for
today and beyond. Congratulations to Ric Parker for winning the “Best Poster Presentation.”

Poster presentations

The AGM was slightly different this year with a few changes taking place. President Donna
Hickling resigned after eight years on the committee, with Kathy Finlayson stepping in to
continue Donna’s great work. Donna will be greatly missed on the committee. We wish
her all the best and wish Kathy good luck in her new post. We welcomed new committee
members and voted for the national name change to Wounds Australia.
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It was great to see so many trade displays and opportunities for networking. Other
highlights for me included hearing about Jodie Gordon’s experience with pressure
mapping and distribution, Janelle Colquhoun’s very moving patient story on her disability,
Kim Kaim’s dressing mobile application, Nicola Morley’s approach to wound healing, Sarah
Hylton’s pain management case study (congratulations on winning “Best Novice Presenter
Award”) and Di Maresco-Pennisi’s presentation on genetics and leg ulcers.

Sarah Hylton presenting

There are of course so many more highlights that cannot all be written down in my report,
however I certainly look forward to the National Conference in Melbourne next year and
seeing everyone there!
Amanda Morgan
2015 AWMA (QLD) State Conference Scholarship Winner

Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au

>>>

AWMA state reports . . .

South Australia

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
President’s Message
Greetings AWMA (SA) Members,
Welcome to the final Newsletter for 2015, and what is quite
possibly the final newsletter badged under the AWMA (SA)
banner. I mention this not to alarm or concern members, nor to
sow confusion – just to reinforce that we are fast approaching the
nominated November date of our first Annual General Meeting
under the Wounds Australia name.

Wounds Australia
Whilst on the topic of nationalisation, I would like to take a moment to remind all of our
current members that on wind-up of AWMA (SA) and transition to Wounds Australia, there
will be very little you will need to do as a current member of AWMA (SA). We are aiming to
make the process as smooth as possible, with our focus remaining on our local activities,
such as our education evenings, scholarship opportunities, and a locally focused newsletter.
Before moving on to local matters, I should mention that all State Associations and Branches
of AWMA have now successfully voted to wind-up their associations and join Wounds
Australia. This reflects nation-wide support for this initiative, and is extremely exciting in
context of enhancing the profile of wound management throughout Australia.
I’m sure that many of you have a patient story, where your efforts to heal or alleviate
wound symptoms through use of modern, but often expensive, wound dressings has been
thwarted through budgetary restrictions of your workplace or of the patients’ own socioeconomic circumstances. Wounds Australia stands to grant wound management clinicians
a greater voice to advocate for subsidy and access to dressings for our patients, and this is
one of the key elements about this move I am looking forward to.
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South Australian Business
Firstly, I would like to thank the 180+ AWMA (SA) members, industry and clinicians
who attended our recent one-day education seminar, held on the 18 September at the
Morphettville Race Course. As always, the day was a fantastic success, with a majority
of the collated feedback reporting expectations having been met or exceeded. Core to
this success are the efforts of the education seminar Organising Committee, who I feel
should be named and congratulated for their amazing efforts – Margi Moncrieff, Jan Cook,
Heather Nicholls, Rebecca Daebeler, Rosa Stewart and Marie Haydon. I would also like to
thank Paul Philcox for assisting with hosting of the sessions and the speakers who kindly
donated their time to present at our seminar. The quality of the speakers was fantastic and
again reflects the many months’ worth of hard work from the organising committee.
Our final education evening on 18 November 2015 looked at Oedema in Wound
Management. We secured Dr Nadia Wise (nee Blest), consultant vascular surgeon from
Flinders Medical Centre, to come and speak about venous oedema, lymphoedema and
methods of managing these often challenging conditions. Sue Templeton provided a
practical approach to oedema management. As this was our final education evening for
2015, I hope you joined us in celebrating our successes for 2015.
Finally, it is with heavy heart that I am announcing that I will not be re-nominated for an
organisational leadership position come the November Wounds Australia AGM event.
As many of you may know, in May this year I took on a new role as Nurse Practitioner
Candidate for Vascular Surgery at the Flinders Medical Centre and SALHN. As I am now in
my fifth month of work in this role, it has become clear that I have needed to re-evaluate
the use of my personal time in context of professional expectations from the perspective
of my new focus of Vascular Surgical Nursing and work-life balance. This essentially
translates to me needing to step down from a leadership role at AWMA (SA) / Wounds
Australia and I felt that the upcoming change in association structure would be the best
time to do this.
I should make it clear that in no way is this to be considered a good-bye, as I intend to
continue to contribute to AWMA (SA) / Wounds Australia in a non-leadership role. Wound
Management and Vascular Surgery have always been closely linked, and I attribute my
success in securing my current professional role with my strong wound management
background – a large portion of which has been facilitated through the amazing network
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of colleagues and in turn friendships that have evolved as part of my involvement with
AWMA (SA).
I wish to thank you all for a brilliant year. 2015 has been a particularly demanding year for all
members of the AWMA (SA) committee. The matter of nationalisation has consumed large
amounts of energy and time of all AWMA (SA) committee members, as has the ongoing
planning requirements of local education events, including our second-yearly one-day
Education Seminar. I would like to extend a heart-warming thanks to all members of the
AWMA (SA) committee, your hard work this year has been incredible, and I feel that our
ongoing positive feedback from our members reflects the success of your tireless wound
management passion. Finally, a big thank you to industry for your ongoing support with
all our events and activities, we are truly grateful.
I wish you all a very safe and happy festive season.
Happy Wound Management,
Frank Guerriero
AWMA (SA) President

Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au
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AWMA(SA) Newsletter Editor’s Message
Seminar Review

Margi Moncrieff

The Morphettville Racecourse provided an amazing venue for our biennial seminar.
Through large glass windows, there was a view to the tracks and the picturesque Adelaide
Hills. One-hundred and thirty-six delegates attended the event and included guests from
Roxby Downs, Pt. Augusta, Renmark and Naracoorte. There was great representation and
support from the Industry with twelve trade displays showing their latest products and
devices.

Morphettville racecourse
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Our keynote speaker Eddi Cohen provided two thought provoking presentations that
defined the essence of nursing care and highlighted her passion for maintaining skin
integrity. Eddi spoke to the need for ‘best practice’ models using Interventional Patient
Hygiene (first adopted in the US). This is a process designed to reduce occurrences of
healthcare acquired skin infections and injuries in high-risk patient populations such as
the critically ill and vulnerable elderly. Eddi delivered a thought provoking discourse that

South Australia

identified management strategies and encouraged reflective practice in the care that we
deliver.

Eddi Cohen

Vice President Paul Philcox, thanks Eddi
Cohen with a delicious gift!

Endocrinologist Dr Tilenka Thynne, explored the implications of diabetes and it’s
relationship to wound healing. Ellie Quinlivan, a podiatrist, linked her talk to Tilenka’s
and highlighted the role of the podiatrist and the treatment of high-risk foot wounds.
Registrar of dermatology, Dr. Abby Wallett discussed skin reactions and product allergies
and described the process of patch testing and common allergens. Abby offered an easy
method to patch test your patient for wound care product allergies, providing quick and
useful information before seeking further dermatology assistance.
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Sue Templeton, RDNS Nurse Practitioner also provided two presentations: the first explored
the various pressure relief distribution surfaces, which are important in both prevention
and treatment of pressure injuries. The second session at the end of the day was a practical.
Sue used video technology to demonstrate “tips and tricks” of managing intricate wounds:
very useful ideas and techniques to simplify confounding problems that we commonly
experience.

Sue Templeton

Dr Renji Nelson, a microbiologist,
explored the frightening reality of multiresistant organisms, in the afternoon.
Renji highlighted the importance of
antibiotic stewardship and our role in
ensuring the appropriate, judicious
prescription of antibiotics.
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Margi Moncrieff, FMC Nurse Practitioner followed Renji and discussed the risk factors
for surgical site infection (SSI). Margi demonstrated an example of a “care bundle” that
has reduced the incidence of SSI in women who have a caesarian section. At the end of
the day, Margi provided a second practical session on topical negative pressure therapy,
with “tips and tricks” to ensure safety and efficacy of the dressing, the device and patient
management.
Recognizing the stress that a busy work life can have on our physical and emotional health,
Marion Modra was invited to present on “workplace stress busters.” Marion, from Southern
Cross Care, believes that we spend too long at work to be miserable and has a mission
to bring a little bit of fun into the everyday, finding something to smile about in every
circumstance. Marion provided strategies to manage stress and demonstrated exercises
to relax, stretch, and move. We all felt calmer and more peaceful after her session!
In closing, Liza Houghton, the manager of Improving Care for Central Adelaide LHN, gave us
an update and progress report on the new Royal Adelaide Hospital. We eagerly anticipate
the opening of this state of the art hospital.
The seminar was a great success, which was made possible by the hard work of the seminar
sub-committee, Rosa Stewart, Heather Nicolas, Marie Haydon, Jan Cook, Rebecca Daebeler
and Margi Moncrieff. Well done team and a big pat on the back.

Margi Moncrieff
AWMA (SA) Newsletter Editor
The latest edition of “Wound Wisdom”, the full South Australian newsletter can be accessed
by AWMA members from “Wounds Central” http://www.awma.com.au/central/

Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au

South Australia
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TASMANIA
President’s Message
Slow and steady activity in the Southern State.
We are planning our next education activity at the Grand Chancellor Hotel in the lovely
City of Hobart on 23 April 2016 from 8:30 – 16:00, with an IT link to Launceston, Tram Sheds.
The weather is improving and we are extremely excited to see Wound Australia has made
it to flourishing.
Safe Christmas break to everyone and keep your eyes on the Tassie page for regular updates!

Hamish - the pillow biter

Carol ‘the dog lady’ Baines
AWMA (TAS) Ex-president
Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au
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VICTORIA
President’s Message

Andrea Minnis

Gillian Butcher

AWMA (VIC) have had an incredibly busy year, with the State Conference held in Ballarat in
March, as well as our regular Twilight education seminars which are becoming increasingly
more popular and the restructure process that has seen a majority vote to dissolve AWMA
VIC to join Wounds Australia. While this is the end of an era, it is the beginning of what we
hope will be a strong and united organisation that will not only raise the awareness of the
issues of living with a chronic wound, but provide members with a voice that cannot be
ignored.
This being the first report since the AWMA (VIC) Annual General Meeting, we would like
to take the opportunity to sincerely thank the AWMA (VIC) committee for their dedication
and commitment and introduce you to the 2015/16 committee:
Andrea Minis: President

Kate Waller: Vice President and Website manager

Hannah Tudor: Treasurer

Ai Wei Ng: Membership and grants

Gill Butcher: National Representative

Lisa Hewitt: Regional Representative

Toni Howells: Professional Development Casie Barrette: CI Editor
Sally James: Education Officer

Lisa Newitt: Committee

Betty Plant: Sub committee

>>>

Victoria

We would also like to extend a huge thank you to Di Carr for all of her support, commitment
and dedication to AWMA (VIC). The November edition of our state newsletter, Connective
Issues has just been released to all Victorian members and while we will continue to update
our members through the National newsletter, it again sees the end of what has become
an important media for our members. We would like to take this opportunity to sincerely
thank our CI editors: Current editor Casie Barrette and past editors, Jana Gazarek, Amy
Freeman and Suzanne Kapp for putting our newsletters together over the past years.
AWMA (VIC) has also been working feverishly in the background in conjunction with the
National Conference organising committee, bringing the inaugural 2016 Wounds Australia
National conference together. The program is looking very exciting, with several keynote
speakers already engaged and the social committee planning some fantastic events.
Corporate sponsorship is moving quickly with Molnlycke being the major sponsor and
over half of other corporate sponsorship being taken up.
Don’t forget to save the date: 9-12 November 2016! The website is now live at:
www.awma2016.com.au
In order to continue to provide members with ongoing support and education, the AWMA
(VIC) committee held a planning day on Saturday 7 November in Bendigo. This day was
used to develop the strategic plan for 2016, including education, wound awareness,
and scholarships. One of the main focus areas around scholarships was the ongoing
development of guidelines for the Sandy Dean Memorial scholarship that will be available
in the coming months. This scholarship will allow members who meet criteria to attend a
national or international conference of their choice that relates to wound management.
Sandy is missed by so many, but her memory and her work will live on.
The AWMA (VIC) community is a very special one and we would like to take this opportunity
to thank members for all of your support and wish you a very safe and happy Christmas
and New Year.
Andrea Minnis 			
AWMA (VIV) President		

Gillian Butcher
AWMA (VIC) Representative

The latest issue of the full Victorian Newsletter “Connective Issues” can be accessed by
AWMA members from “Wounds Central” http://www.awma.com.au/central/
Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au

>>>

AWMA state reports . . .

Western Australia

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
AWMA (WA) Representative’s Message

Farewell to Jan Wright
Clinical update-summary
Pressure injury education forum

The last few months have been busy as always in our Western Australia Branch.
Our lovely colleague Jan Wright recently retired from her position as president of
AWMA (WA). Jan has generously given of her time to the promotion of wound care,
wound education and the associated professional activities for many years. Her name
is synonymous with professionalism, integrity, and loyalty. Jan’s commitment to the
promotion of wound care and education in this specialty will not be forgotten by those
who had the pleasure of working with her.
Australian Wound Management Association (WA) soon to be Wounds Australia held an
interesting clinical update on ‘The challenges and complexities of the patient with the
high-risk foot’. The session was well attended and the speakers highlighted the importance
of providing a holistic approach to the care of this patient cohort.

>>>

Western Australia

On 11 December, the 2015 Western Australia Pressure Injury Education Forum will be held
with keynote speaker Keryln Carville. The day will provide a variety of presentations with
an adult and paediatric focus.
More details are available in our complete newsletter.
Carmel Boylan
AWMA (WA) Representative
The latest edition of the full Western Australian newsletter can be accessed by AWMA
members from “Wounds Central” http://www.awma.com.au/central/
Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au

Western Australia
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