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Welcome to this edition of the DeepesTissues app.
Here are a few tips to help you navigate around this issue.

User Guide – for desktop
To view the Table of Contents, “Click” on
the bullet list at the top:
• —
• —
• —

A table of contents will appear in
the drop down menu

t

t

To view the Table of Contents, “Tap” on the
cover page, a Menu at the top will appear:
• — click on the bullet list and a table
• —
• — of contents will appear in the drop
down menu

Arrows in bottom right hand
corner will appear white – click
on the arrow to go to next page
in article
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Arrows in centre at bottom
of screen allows you to click
forwards or backwards through
DeepesTissues
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User Guide – for tablet

Adverts, links and emails can
be clicked on to take you to
additional information or to
email

Scroll up and
down with
mouse

Swipe horizontally
to view next article

Swipe vertically to view next page

Adverts, links and emails can
be clicked on to take you to
additional information or to
email

Swipe vertically to reveal
additional content within
an article or horizontally
to reveal further articles
within the app
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In the battle against
,
IODOSORB™ gets the job done.

Bacterial biofilm detected after 72hrs2
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IODOSORB™ – powered by CADEXOMER.
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Indicated for the treatment and healing of chronic ulcers.
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Australia: T 13 13 60 www.smith-nephew.com.au/healthcare
New Zealand: T 0800 807 663 www.smith-nephew.com/nz
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• Following debridement, biofilms can return in as little as 3 days without
active intervention.1
• In a recent study, IODOSORB™ was the only topical dressing capable of
completely killing biofilm bacteria.2
• The significantly improved efficacy provided by IODOSORB™ may be
attributed to the CADEXOMER iodine formulation which results in a
sustained release that maintains iodine availability.2
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72 hrs

(Graph adapted from ref. 2)

References 1. Wolcott RD, et al. Biofilm maturity studies indicate sharp debridement opens a time-dependent therapeutic window. J Wound Care 2010; 19: 320-328.
2. Phillips PL, et al. Antimicrobial dressing efficacy against mature Pseudomonas aeruginosa biofilm on porcine skin explants. Int Wound J 2013; doi:10.1111/iwj.12142.
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• Count on AQUACEL®
Foam dressings to
protect against skin
breakdown caused by
excess moisture or
†
shear force.*,

New Large
Sacral Size
Available!

Protection
where it
counts...

• Small and large sacral
sizes available to help
meet your clinical care
needs

In vitro shear force measured under dressing.1
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Shear Force (N)

• AQUACEL® Foam
dressing demonstrated
significantly lower shear
force than Mepilex™
Border dressing
(p<0.001).*,1
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● AQUACEL Foam
®

Australia
1800 339 412
New Zealand
0800 441 763
www.convatec.com

● Mepilex Border
™

* As demonstrated in vitro
† AQUACEL® Foam dressing may be used in a comprehensive
protocol of care to protect against skin breakdown.
Reference: 1. Comparative Assessment of in vitro Shear Force Reduction through AQUACEL® Foam and Mepilex™ Border
Dressings. WHRI3783 TA290. Data on File ConvaTec Inc.
TM indicates trademarks of ConvaTec Inc. AQUACEL, the AQUACEL logo, ConvaTec, the ConvaTec logo, Hydrofiber and the
Hydrofiber logo are registered trademarks in the U.S. and Tried. True. Trusted. is a trademark of ConvaTec Inc. All other
trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
© 2015 ConvaTec Inc.
AP-014135-US
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Advertising
To advertise in DeepesTissues, contact Simon Henriques:
simonh@cambridgemedia.com.au
Advertising appearing in DeepesTissues conforms to the standards required by AWMA and ANZBA, but endorsement
is not in any way implied by the publishing of said material. Advertising enquiries should be directed to the
publishers.

Publishing Information
2016 Publishing Schedule
Regular contributors, please find the submission deadlines and anticipated publication
dates below. Submissions before the deadline are welcome and highly encouraged!
Issue

Submission deadline

Advertise any event held on or after

March 2016

Wednesday 27 January 2016

Monday 7 March 2016

June 2016

Wednesday 27 April 2016

Monday 6 June 2016

September 2016 Wednesday 27 July 2016

Monday 5 September 2016

December 2016 Thursday 27 October 2016

Monday 5 December 2016

Are you a student or a new-grad?
You have never published anything before?
Thinking of giving writing a go?
Why not make DeepesTissues your first step in a publishing career?
If you have material, or just an idea, suitable for inclusion in DeepesTissues
“Occasional Contributions” section, like a case study, an opinion piece, a conference or
workshop report or product experience report, do not hesitate to contact the editors.
DeepesTissues does not require peer-review, and the editors will guide you through the
process every step of the way.
Interested? Email: newsletter@awma.com.au
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AWMA
Editors’ perspective
Dear wound experts,
As Elfi and I are approaching the end of our first year as DeepesTissues
editors, it is timely to reflect on what a year it has been – from our work
on DeepesTissues through to the broader wound community.
Firstly, we would like to thank you, our readers! Our readership numbers are strong, and
we hope our revised format is working for you. We have had some very helpful feedback,
which assisted us in moving the publication forward. We also got some much-valued
THANK YOUs, which we appreciate immensely. We recognise your effort in providing
feedback and encourage you to keep it coming through whatever medium works best for
you, be that email: newsletter@awma.com.au, phone or in person.
Some of the key changes we have introduced this year include:
•	Including the editors email address newsletter@awma.com.au, which is available for
comments or suggestions after each report.
•	Returning to portrait format to improve readability. The INDEX FUNCTION in the app
(instructions of how to access it are on the top of the navigation page) will help you to
skip to sections of your interest when you browse through the newsletter.
•	Offering a pdf version on the website as an alternative form of access, especially for
members who have to deal with poor internet connections.
•	Introducing the new UPCOMING EVENTS … AND IMPORTANT DATES IN YOUR
STATE section will give you a glimpse of what is happening around the country.
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There have been challenges and change this year. As a community, we were saddened
by the passing of Sandy Dean, a valued wound colleague and a good friend. We are also
in the process of saying farewell to the first part of the AWMA journey, as we move to
our national organisation structure. Moving onto the next chapter will ensure that we,
as an organisation, are best positioned to ensure that people with or who are at risk of
developing a wound, receive the best wound care in a way that is meaningful for them,
and supported by best practice.
Kerry May
AWMA newsletter Co-Editor

If you have any comments or suggestions regarding this newsletter, please leave
your comment here:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XPVF2JC
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Hyperkeratosis?
Your daily challenge?

Dry and scaly skin changes often mean
poor compliance with
prophylactic compression therapy
hidden, untreated wounds
social stigma and isolation
reduced Quality of Life

BEFORE

Suprasorb X
®

Tissue Removed

1

Suprasorb X provides
gentle softening of full thickness of
hyperkeratinized skin
rapid removal with healthy skin
observed after 2 days of treatment
easy, pain free application and removal
outstanding results
reduced need for traumatic removal
techniques
Is this the fastest way to treat hyperkeratosis?

Kukic, D RN STN Poster presentation (AWMA, Qld 2015).
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Tel: 1300 995 999 | Fax: 1300 995 998
E: sales@sentrymedical.com.au
W: www.sentrymedical.com.au

2 DAYS AFTER
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AWMA
President’s Report
As the end of 2015 is fast approaching, the Australian Wound
Management Association is a hive of activity. The registration of
Wounds Australia is finally a reality and the committee have been active
in preparing for the commencement of the new board, who will take
up office following the annual general meeting on the 27 November
2015.
It is an exciting time witnessing our association evolving and growing to a national
company. The strength of AWMA has always been with the members, who have
volunteered to work hard at making our individual organisations effective and have always
functioned for the benefits of the members. This generosity of our members committing
time and energy will still be needed into the future. Collectively we can now plan for a
coordinated national approach that will limit duplication and enable contribution of
resources to work more efficiently.
Recruitment of a CEO will occur in early 2016. Importantly, this role will continue the
collaboration with the branch chairs as Wounds Australia gathers momentum, and
members can expect to observe an increasing professional strategic approach with the
capability of paid positions in addition to the support from skilled appointed directors of
the board.
The transition from association to company has taken time and much resource. I am
grateful to all the committees and members that participated and supported the
process over several years, thank you for making this difference for the future in wound
management.
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Over the past two years, the committee has been focusing on the internal framework
that compliments the strategic plan. This has proven to be a positive initiative that
has highlighted governance gaps and improvement measures to be undertaken. This
structure has been for the committee to operate within and report against the agreed key
performance indicators.

Financially, AWMA has remained sustainable and responsible in expenditure. The
organisation has funded projects aligned to the strategic plan and remained within
the forecast budget. Acknowledging that nationalisation has occurred additional costs,
however, the committee have always had future insight and confidence in this initiative
returning the companies longterm goals.
The corporate collaboration with our industry partners continues to be enhanced as
their national membership is starting to take shape. This has been a valuable professional
inspiration for both Wounds Australia and industry partners working together to design
the corporate memberships, sponsorships at local and national levels and collaborating
on future projects.
The Education KRA has been busy preparing the process for future webinars for the
membership. This has included the review of current available systems and the usability
for our membership. Importantly if recording, archiving and delayed access could be
available for members not able to attend webinars live. Our next webinar broadcast will
be in conjunction with “World Stop Pressure Injury Day”.
Profile KRA group continues to work closely with our partner, the Wound CRC.
Previously, AWMA had commissioned KPMG to conduct a review into Australians that
suffer from venous leg ulceration. This was pivotal in the lobbying effort to government
requesting funding support for compression for patients. This has been reinvigorated
through advisors consulting Medicare officers to assess the feasibility of access to a
Medicare item number into the future. Wounds Australia will continue to work closely with
the CRC to identify strategies that may reward our members with access to compression
for those patients who suffer venous leg ulceration. Through the profile, KRA Wounds
Australia will continue to influence health policy at every opportunity.
The successful transition to Wounds Australia provides us all with more opportunities to
influence practice, create projects and gain collegial support for further growth of wound
management in Australia. We are at a critical stage of development. Going forward we
must harness the positive initiatives from the previous years and prepare to broaden
contemporary thinking into the future.
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It has been a privilege and valuable learning experience to be your National President
and to transition our organisation from a professional association to a company limited
by guarantee. The committee, Wound CRC and all the industry partners have provided
incredible support during the process and I offer my personal thank you for the help to
achieve this remarkable outcome. Finally, thank you to our membership for displaying
the confidence and entrusting the committee to lead Wounds Australia on this enriching
journey.
Margo Asimus
President
Transitional Board
Wounds Australia

Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au
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AWMA Matters of
National Interest
Changes to access of
Wound Practice and Research journal
via the website
AWMA is proud to offer its members a printed copy of the AWMA journal, and additionally
make articles from Wound Practice and Research available on the AWMA website. However,
articles from the most recent four editions of the journal could only be accessed by current
Full, Associate and Life members via a username and password.
AWMA and the Journal Editorial Board have been working for many years to make the
journal an internationally recognised publication and one that is sought after by authors
to publish in. To continue to build the status of Wound Practice and Research the Editorial
Board has pursued PubMed listing for the journal. Unfortunately to date this has not been
successful.
Feedback has indicated that having restricted access to journal articles is regarded
unfavourably when determining suitability for PubMed listing. Consequently, it was
agreed to remove the restrictions on accessing articles from the most recent four editions
of Wound Practice and Research. From 1 October 2015, all available articles can be accessed
on the public pages of the AWMA website.
For AMWA members this means there is no longer a need to log on to Wounds Central to
access journal articles. All articles in Wound Practice and Research can be accessed using
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the ‘Journal’ menu tab on the website home page. The link to journal articles currently on
Wounds Central will be removed. Members will continue to receive a printed copy of the
journal as usual – it is only accessing articles on the website that is changing.
AWMA is always looking to bring its members better service. Achieving PubMed listing is
an important step in the evolution of AWMA and Wound Practice and Research.
Thank you for your support of AWMA.
Sue Templeton and Donna Angel
AWMA committee

Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au
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Monitoring wound progress to identify
the most appropriate therapy can lead
to maximised wound healing
outcomes and reduced costs

Pathway to step-down therapy

RENASYS™ • PICO™ • ALLEVYN™ LIFE
Australia: T 13 13 60 www.smith-nephew.com/australia

Contact your Smith & Nephew representative to learn more about step-down therapy
New Zealand: T 0800 807 663 www.smith-nephew.com/new-zealand
™Trademark of Smith & Nephew SN12228
(11/15)
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AWMA Professional
Lead Reports
Nursing report
Congratulations to all for the vision and team work to make a reality. This is my last report
as the nursing representative and I am thankful for the opportunity to represent AWMA at
a local, national and international level.
During my terms as the Nursing Representative, I represented AWMA by participating
and serving on the council of the Coalition of National Nursing Organisations and the
Executive board of the Australian Health Care Reform Alliance. I have worked with other
AWMA representatives to develop submissions regarding wound infection and provision
of wound care.
I was the initial chair of the Aseptic Technique Working Party and thoroughly enjoyed the
team work and debate regarding such important issues as; storage of dressing products,
cleansing, and minimum standard for “open but unused dressing product”. This group
is now admirably led by Lyn Thomas and are in the final development processes of the
project.
We have hosted two industry partner events and have received positive feedback
regarding our engagement and direction. We are still developing the National Industry
Membership criteria and benefits package.
I would still encourage you to nominate a nurse, allied health professional and primary
care giver at the HESTA awards. Nominating and winning raises the profile of our speciality.
Margo Asimus won Nurse Practitioner of the year in 2013 and continues to promote wound
management and advocate for better patient outcomes.
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Attending state, national and international wound care and nursing forums has been one
strategy that I used to promote AWMA and the speciality of wound management.
I wish the new Directors of Wounds Australia the best of luck and wholeheartedly thank the
outgoing AWMA committee for the committed effort to improve knowledge and practice
of wound management.
Terry Swanson NPWM
AWMA Nursing Representative
tswanson@swh.net.au

Please email any comments or suggestions regarding this report to:
newsletter@awma.com.au
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