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AWMA President’s report

This quarter has seen some signifi cant contributions by the AWMA 
executive to a number of national issues. We have accepted the 
National Pain Summit recommendations and advised on a number 
of wound-specifi c inclusions, details of which can be found at: http://
www.painsummit.org.au/ The AWMA, via APUAP, has been involved 
with the drawing up of the pressure ulcer prevention guidelines 
in the draft Consultation Regulatory Impact Statement from the 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care. The 
draft document can be found at: http://www.safetyandquality.
gov.au/internet/safety/publishing.nsf/Content/com-pubs_PCCC-
ImpQandS-discusspaper

The executive has also been keenly involved in discussions to help 
develop the new Wound Management Innovations Collaborative 
Research Centre, in particular the long-term vision and the synergistic 
role of the AWMA.

The AWMA has written to the federal Minster of Health detailing our 
concerns about the abolition of Medicare item numbers for practice 
nurses. We are concerned that the removal of these items numbers 
will reduce the visibility of wound care intentions.

I was privileged to be able to launch the Joanna Briggs Institute 
(JBI) Wound Management Node on 17 September in Perth. The 
node is called Wound Healing and Management (WHAM) and is 
a collaborative effort between Curtin University, the AWMA and 

JBI. There are currently 25 
reviews available, ranging 
from “Wet-to-dry dressing” 
to “Pentoxifylline for venous 
leg ulcers”. Members can 
access the reviews via the 
AWMA website or directly 
via JBI connect.

The elephant has left the 
room!!! The ‘roadshow’ has 
now visited four states and 
territories. Responses from 
our colleagues have been 
very positive, with general 
agreement on the proposed 
changes to the structure. 
To date there has been 
unanimous agreement to 
change the AWMA logo as 
the transition is made. There 
was also general agreement that a complete proposal be formulated 
and put to a membership vote once all feedback has been collated. 
Quotes for a national membership secretariat are being complied, 
which should further inform any fi nancial changes.
 
The collation of the AWMA members email list has proved to be a 
bigger task than expected. However, as of 30 September I now have 
data from each state and territory and hope to have an inaugural 
email sent out next week. This will be an important tool for involving 
the membership in the national activities.

The foci for the next quarter will be to fi nalise the roadshow members’ 
feedback, and action Wound Awareness week activities. Check the 
website to keep up to date (www.awma.com.au/).

Bill McGuiness
President
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